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 Who We Are 
St. Paul’s is part of the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego, 
California. 

We are a committed, Christ-centered parish that values 
Christian education and formation, instructional preaching, 
and liturgical worship. A welcoming, multigenerational family 
with established ministries and diverse music.  We are a 
traditional parish with a wide variety of theological views.   

We celebrate the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion, as well as the other five 
sacraments, in obedience to the teaching of Jesus Christ. What we stand for is most clearly evident 
in our forms of worship where, through Spirit-filled services with much congregational participation, 
we seek to give praise and thanks to God in the name of Jesus Christ. We welcome worshippers 
from every Christian tradition. 

Our Sunday service is celebrated at 10:00 am in English, alternating between a traditional service 
and a more contemporary style service.  Our Spanish service follows at 12:30 pm.   

The 48 congregations of the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego reside in San Diego 
County, Imperial County and Southern Riverside County in California and Yuma 
County in Arizona.  Originally part of the Los Angeles Diocese, the San Diego 
Diocese was created in 1974.   

We are a diverse community committed to living out the message of 
Jesus Christ. This message is one of hope for the oppressed, love for 
the outcast, home for the alien, and peace for all people.  We are rooted 

in the ancient church and our eyes and hearts look to the future.  Further information about the 
Diocese can be found at: http://www.edsd.org/ 

 

The Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes is the chief pastor of our diocese. He's 
the apostolic leader in mission, evangelism and spiritual formation. He 
represents the diocese to the wider church and the wider church to the 
diocese.  On November 13, 2004, Jim was elected to serve as the fourth 
bishop of San Diego and was consecrated in March of 2005.  

The Most Rev. Dr. Katharine Jefferts Schori, previously Bishop of Nevada, is 
the 26th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. She is chief pastor to the 
Episcopal Church's 1.2 million members in 17 countries and 109 dioceses, 
ecumenical officer, and primate, joining leaders of the other 38 Anglican 
Provinces in consultation for global good and reconciliation. Jefferts Schori 

was elected at the 75th General Convention on June 18, 2006, and invested at Washington National 
Cathedral on November 4, 2006.  

 
PRESIDING BISHOP  

The Right Reverend James R. Mathes 

Episcopal Bishop of San Diego 

http://www.edsd.org/
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 History of St. Paul’s 
 

In 1904, the United States Congress authorized the Yuma 
Reclamation Project which provided for the construction of 
dams on the Colorado River and irrigation canals for 
agriculture. These projects greatly increased Yuma’s 
population.  To provide a place for worship services in the 
Episcopal faith, the Episcopal Women’s Guild was 
organized in 1905. There were eight women in the 
founding group and, in the following three years, 
membership was increased by women whose husbands 
were connected with the reclamation project or with the 
expansion of businesses which came as the result of the 
population increase.  
 

Bishop Kendrick visited in 1906 at the request of the Guild 
and purchased lots with a one hundred foot frontage on 
Second Avenue. Sometime later Woodman’s Hall on First Avenue was leased for Sunday morning 
services.    Lay readers were appointed by the Bishop, and occasionally a priest was sent down from 
Phoenix.   
 

The Laguna Dam of the Yuma project was completed in 1910 and employees moved to Yuma. This 
was a prosperous era for the Episcopal Women’s Guild, giving them sufficient funds to further the 
plans for the Episcopal Church in Yuma. 
 

The Reverend George Selby was appointed to  organize a new parish for the Episcopal Missionary 
District and arrived in Yuma.  Plans  were drawn up by Lawrence Lawson for a church building.  The 
adopted plan called for five stained glass windows. The side windows were of opaque glass. The 
Guild provided the window above the entrance, the window above the altar and the window to the 
north which was dedicated to Bishop Kendrick.  Mr. Lawson provided the window in the choir, 
dedicated to his mother who had died when he was a small boy. The church was named St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church and was dedicated in December of 1909.  Services continued in the building at 
643 2nd Avenue for fifty-four years.  

 
 
 

A building fund campaign was begun in March of 1959 
with the goal of raising $100,000 for a new, larger 
church. 
 

The new church was built at 1550 South 14th Avenue 
on land donated by Mr. and Mrs. F.C. “Frosty” Braden, 
Mr. & Mrs. F.H. Johnson, and Dr. & Mrs. John F. 
Stanley .  It was dedicated on Christmas Eve 1961. St. 
Paul’s celebrated its 100th birthday in December of 
2009.   
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Mission and Vision of St. Paul’s  
Our Vision is to be the Church that Jesus wants us to be, reflecting His love, welcoming each 
individual into life with Him and actively reaching out to the world around us. 

 

 

Core Values     

CHRIST CENTERED 

We center our faith and worship on the fullest 
revelation of God in His Son Jesus Christ, and 
we acknowledge His “headship” over our 
church. 

SPIRIT-FILLED 

We seek to live in the strength, power, and 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit. 

BIBLE BASED 

We believe the Holy Scripture of the old and new testaments to be the word of God and to contain 
all things necessary for salvation. 

CARING 

We are a welcoming, open and deeply relational community seeking to love one another as Christ 
loves us. 

OUTWARD FOCUSED 

We seek to follow Christ’s command to love our neighbors as 
ourselves by ministering to the world around us.  

LEADERS 

We are a congregation of servants committed to finding, training and 
empowering new generations of Christian disciples. 

ANGLICAN 

As Episcopalians, our identity is in Christ through the worldwide 
Anglican Communion. 

W e  are Servants of Jesus Christ, 

putting His love into action by: 
 

    Magnifying God’s Name 

    Proclaiming God’s Word 

    Equipping God’s People for Ministry 

    Caring for God’s World 

W e  are seeking, serving and sharing Christ. 
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Future Goals 
  Developing Christian Education and Formation 

 Program 

  Empowering Youth for Christian Discipleship 

  Equipping God’s People for Ministry 

  Developing Growth Strategy 

   Encouraging and Developing Lay Gifts for Outreach  

 Ministries 

 

The Rector We Seek  
We ask God for a rector who has had his or her life transformed 
by their relationship with Jesus Christ, and whose daily life and 
actions demonstrate this transformation. 
 
We ask God for a rector who will focus on the mission we are 
called to in Christ rather than political or theological agendas. 
 
We ask God for a rector with the ideas and experience to equip 
our laity with the skills and faith that will allow us to bring God’s  
mission for us to fruition. 

 
We ask God for a rector who teaches while he/she preaches, challenges as he/she inspires, and 
brings God’s Word to life by example. 
 
We ask God for a rector who respects and honors the liturgy and traditions of the Anglican Church. 
 
We ask God for a rector whom God can use to grow His kingdom at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Yuma. 
 
We ask God  for a rector with skill in administration, communication, 
organization, and delegation. 
 
We ask God for a spiritual servant leader, a humble shepherd, who will 
care for their flock with love and value each of us enough to search us out 
when we are lost. 
 
We ask God to send His spirit into the heart of the rector He has chosen 
for us, and into the hearts of each member of our Calling Committee, that 
we might do His will and come together to do His work. 

St. Paul's Courtyard 
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Church Facilities    

St. Paul’s is located on the corner of 16
th
 Street and14

th
 Avenue 

about 2 miles west of Interstate 8 on 16
th
 Street.  Our campus is 

approximately 6 acres and contains 3 buildings.  We are currently 
using a little more than three 
acres which includes our 
parking lot.   Long range plans 
are in development for a new 
parish hall and classrooms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. PAUL’S PIPE ORGAN 
 

A magnificent 752 pipe, 2 manual organ custom designed and built 
by Casavant Freres Limitte of St. Hyacinthe, Quebec, Canada.  
Betty Rae Norfleet  played the organ faithfully for all services for 
twenty-six years. She was the only organist St. Paul’s had until her 
retirement in May, 2007.  Our current Music Director and Organist 
is Tom Fletcher. 
 

TWO PARISH BUILDINGS CONTAINING: 

 Multipurpose Room to accommodate various activities and 

ministries 
 

THE CHURCH BUILDING INCLUDES: 
 

 Sanctuary, choir loft, and narthex that 

can accommodate over 300 worshippers 
per service 

 

 Chapel that can accommodate 12 people 

for intimate services  
 

 Columbarium located in the narthex 

made up of 4 sections each with 66 niches.   
 

 Rector’s office, administrative offices, Acolyte and 

Choir vesting rooms, and the Sacristy. 

 Four Classrooms, one with video equipment 

 Nursery with age appropriate material for infant through  

kindergarten 

 The Kinsolving Room, named for Arthur Kinsolving, the first 

Bishop of the Diocese of Arizona. It includes a fellowship 
room with a kitchen. 
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Stained Glass Windows 
The stained glass windows at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church were created by 
the Judson Studio of Los Angeles in the early 1970’s.  Sally Morse, church 
secretary at the time, related that these windows used up the entire final 
production of glass from a particular English glass manufacturer. Judson 
Studio fashioned a number of other windows in our area, including those for  
Episcopal Church of Sts. Peter and Paul in El Centro, California, and Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Escondido, California. These windows all exhibit the 
exquisite artistry in an amazingly thick stained glass.   
 

The windows represent the ministry and life of St. Paul. Each window has a 
specific theme. The whole story proceeds from the power and support of 
Jesus Christ, who is the subject of the largest of the windows, and whose 
window provides light for the altar and chancel of the church’s sanctuary.   
 

Each of the nine smaller windows depicts a scene in the center against a colored background. Every  
window also has two crosses of varying design in the lower left and right corners. These additional 
crosses introduce the window’s theme and tend to connect the windows with each other. The 
windows represent: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are specific scripture references related to each of the nine windows.  Additionally, there is far 
more detail about each of the windows in a brochure specifically written about them including large 
photographs.  A copy of the brochure may be obtained by contacting the Church Office. 

 

 
THE CHAPEL WINDOW 
 

The cross in the chapel is designed in the spirit of Mexico, since the Chapel is 
constructed with mission styling. Unlike the ones in the sanctuary, this window is 
at eye level.  
 

The eleven stained-glass windows at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church were donated 
by members of the parish as memorials and offerings. 

The Lighthouse 
 

Immediately adjacent to the church campus is the church-owned “Lighthouse”, currently the 
residence of our Deacon. In addition to living space, there is a full basement, opening to the 
outside, that can accommodate youth activities.  The  large outdoor deck has one of the best 
views overlooking the Yuma Valley with its spectacular sunsets.   

 The Stoning of St. Stephen  Paul in Controversy with the Jewish Law  Paul on His Missionary Journeys 

 The Conversion of St. Paul  Paul Preaches to the Gentiles 
 Paul Shipwrecked on the Island of 

Malta 

 Paul as Healer  Paul at His Desk  Paul—the Prisoner for Christ 

The Christ Window 
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Ministries and Parish Life 
ACTIVE MINISTRIES INCLUDE 

ACOLYTES - Youth (ages 6 and up) who serve with the clergy in all services.  
Acolytes learn about the heart of worship - the meaning behind the motions. 
They learn reverence to God, following directions, leadership skills, 
confidence, teamwork and make friends.  

ALTAR GUILD - This ministry is for those who are dedicated to Christ and who 
want to serve him by preparing the church and the altar for worship services. 
Responsibilities include the care of vestments, linens, and hangings, filling the 
candles with oil, and preparing the elements and the altar for Communion and 
special services. 

CURSILLO - This special retreat weekend, held twice a year, is 
for Christians who desire a deeper walk with Jesus. Held at 
Camp Stevens in Julian, CA., the weekend includes worship, 
discussions, prayer, sharing, fun, and good food. It is an 
experience that seeks to bless the participants with the 
unconditional love of God in a beautiful mountain setting.  
Cursillo's goal is not only to bring people to Jesus, but also to 
send them out into their spheres of influence to serve and lead 
others into a relationship with Jesus Christ. Camp Stevens 
serves the Episcopal Dioceses of Los Angeles and San Diego, 
where all are welcome. 

CANTERBURY HANDBELL CHOIR - This music ministry is fun and makes 
beautiful music with its 3 octave set of Schulmerich hand bells.  The 
Handbell Choir performs pieces for the Christmas and Easter worship 
services, and may perform at other worship services throughout the year. 

 

ECW (EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN) - All women in the Episcopal 
Church are automatically members, and ECW is a place where women 
can get together to share fellowship, study, prayer, and service to the 
church and the community. They also provide generous donations in 

support of many church activities.  Meetings are held monthly. 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRIES - Coffee Hour:  Fellowship is always best when accompanied by 
refreshments, and we are blessed to have people coordinating the coffee hour hosts for each 
Sunday after the Service.  We are also blessed to have someone making sure that no occasion 
lacks that special touch.  Our condolence committee takes care of every detail so that those in 
mourning the loss of a loved one will know that their guests are in good hands.  

LAY READERS & CHALICE BEARERS - Lay readers are given the opportunity of reading Bible 
passages and leading the prayers of the people.   Chalice Bearers have the privilege of bearing 
God's presence to His people through serving the wine during Communion. 

http://ladiocese.org/
http://www.edsd.org/
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LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  - This is a special and personally rewarding ministry that brings 
Communion (the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Jesus) to the sick and shut-ins of our church 
family.  Those interested must receive training , as the ministry is both personal and sacred. 

OUTREACH MINISTRY - The Outreach team works towards planning and executing ministry which 
benefits those outside our immediate church family.  Their Mission Statement is to help others help 
themselves through a Christ-centered balance of local, national and global assistance. St. Paul’s is a 
tithing parish with a goal of 10% of the revenue to be dedicated to outreach.  In giving to needs, the 
following criteria is used: 

 Tangible and direct to service – best bang for the buck 

 Helping others help themselves – “teach a man to fish” 

 Balance of local, national and global needs 

 Christ-centered – in Jesus’ name for His sake 

To accomplish this, St. Paul's has currently chosen to support the following: 

Global:     Heifer International - two goats  
 

National:   Gary Sinise Foundation to benefit  veterans  
 

Local: 

 Amberly’s Place:  a one-stop safe environment 

for abused women and children. 

 Crossroads Mission:  a live-in shelter for the 

homeless, also offering a substance abuse 
program. 

 

 Salvation Army 

 Yuma Community Food Bank 

 The Healing Journey:  a program to help abused 

women and children  

 

Other ministries, programs and events are also supported through 
numerous activities.  Volunteers from the Parish teach English as a 
Second Language (ESL)  classes.  

Giving is measured in time, talent and treasure and there have been 
countless hours donated by so many to help others. 

Our outreach takes many forms and reaches far 
beyond the walls of St. Paul’s.  ESL Class 
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PRAYERS AND SQUARES 

An interfaith outreach ministry of love and service, sewing quilts and 
prayer squares for people who are 
suffering from serious sickness, injury, 
and/or other physical or emotional 
needs.  The quilts are made  to 
express God's love and the prayers 
said to Him on behalf of the person 
receiving the quilt.  Through this 
ministry, there have been many 

testimonies of God's love and comfort for many.  
 

The quilts are pieced at the 
member’s homes, then brought to the 
church to be assembled by the group on 
Saturdays at 9:00 am. The quilts and prayer squares have 
threads placed into them providing a place to tie a knot into the 
quilt and to say a prayer for the recipient. The finished quilts are 
blessed on Sunday and then placed on tables in the courtyard 
for members of the congregation to tie knots and pray for the 
recipient.    
 

To date, this ministry has given over 1,300 quilts locally and in 
 many states and other countries. Individual prayer squares have been given 

to the military and to people who are in need of immediate prayer.   

ST. CECILIA CHOIR - Teens and adults 
minister in song and praise to the 
congregation on Sundays and at 
special services.  Over the years, 
membership has fluctuated from 4 to 
as many as 20.  Regardless of 
numbers, the choir has been a 
constant blessing to those who 
worship at St. Paul's.  Practice is at 
9:00 am on Saturday mornings under the direction of Tom Fletcher, Music 
Director since 2007. 

USHERS & GREETERS - This important ministry is for 
anyone who wants to welcome new people and help 
folks feel at home.  We strive to be a welcoming and 
hospitable church family.  In addition to greeting people 
and helping people to know their way around the 
church, volunteers also help collect the offering during 
Sunday worship and bring forward the bread and 
wine for Communion. 
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Christian Education 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & NURSERY 

 

St. Paul's Sunday School welcomes all children, grades K-6, whether or not 
their parents or guardians attend services at St. Paul's. We meet each 
Sunday during the 12:30 Spanish Worship Service, September through 
May. Our Sunday School program is staffed by encouraging, experienced 
workers and provides a progressive curriculum of religious education, 
designed to encourage children's active participation in story, music 
and prayer. Our current curriculum primarily features "Bible Beginnings" by 
Wesley. If your child is under the age of 6, we ask that a parent or guardian 
be on the church grounds during Sunday School. 

 

To read our Nursery and Sunday School Guidelines and to learn more about Sunday School please 
contact our church office.  928-782-5155.  You may also download a Child  Registration Form on our 
website:  saintpaulsyuma.org. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

Led by Fr. Paul Gambling, this group meets at 6:30 pm on Sunday evenings.  
A casual but focused overview of the scriptures, with lots of laughter, and 
freedom to express views and opinions arising from the text. All are welcome. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS WITH PAT 

An informal prayer group of men and women who meet to learn more about 
the practice of prayer in their lives.  Praying is experienced in a caring and 
sharing environment.  The group meets every other Sunday from 2:00 pm 
to 4:00 pm at the home of Deacon Pat, in the "Lighthouse" behind the 
church. 

http://www.saintpaulsyuma.org
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Spanish Language Service 
In 2009, St. Paul's initiated a Spanish Language Service to meet  the needs of our Spanish 

speaking  members.  The development of the service was spearheaded by Lilia Mendoza, a 

member of St. Paul's Parish.  Lilia has since been called to training for the deaconate in the dio-

cese of San Diego.  She has been an inspiration in the development of this service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Lilia Mendoza, Deaconate 

Offered in Spanish:  
 

Baptisms  

Eucharist / Holy Communion 

Confirmation  

Quinceañera  

Weddings  

Confession  

House Blessings  

Funerals 

Spanish Congregation with Bishop Mathes 
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Non-Profit Ministries   
St. Paul’s offers its facilities for use by non-profit organizations, such as The Healing Journey, 

helping survivors heal from domestic abuse, Yuma County Community Justice Board, and Al-Anon, 

all without cost. 

THE HEALING JOURNEY 
 

This is a 501-c(3) non-profit organization impacting our Yuma 
community. Healing Journey groups are for those who have suffered 
from abuse, who can find safety and empowerment through peer 
support and education, facilitated by trained survivors, giving back to 

their peers.  Victims receive the tools in their healing journey to become survivors that thrive. 
Prevention programs work with teens by providing them educational and preventive measures, life 
strategies’, group topics, and discussions in their peer groups.  
 

COMMUNITY JUSTICE BOARDS 
 

St. Paul’s has partnered with the Yuma County Attorney and the Superior Court, Juvenile Division by 
providing space and volunteers for a community justice board.  Community Justice Boards (CJB) are 
for juveniles who are in trouble with the law for the first time. Our goal is to reach these youngsters 
before it is too late. Early intervention with juvenile first offenders can prevent them from committing 
further crimes.   CJB seeks to involve and meet the needs of three co-participants in the justice 
process – victims, offenders and communities.   
 

The County Attorney’s Office works in cooperation with Juvenile Court and with the help of many 
community agencies, businesses and churches.   Since its inception, the program has graduated 
150 juveniles who would have otherwise been handled through the delinquency process.   In Yuma 
County, there are seven such boards, including the “St. Paul’s Board.”   
 

The program depends upon community volunteers who meet together, face-to face, in the same 
room with the juvenile, the victim and the parent or guardian of the juvenile.  The child has 
previously admitted the crime and agreed to enter the program.  
 

The Board allows the child and the parent to speak and asks them questions about their individual 
circumstances. The victim is encouraged to address the offender directly, to explain how the crime 
affected them.  
 

The Board holds the juvenile accountable in a positive way – to help the victim, the child, and the 
family, as well as the community. The Board assigns Consequences to be completed by the child. 
These Consequences make amends to the victim, help the child think about his or her behavior and 
start the child on the path to building skills to cope with life’s choices and problems. 
 
 
AL-ANON 

Al-Anon offers a new way of life for friends and families of problem drinkers. This 

program helps its members understand and cope with the difficulties of living with 

an alcoholic. If you or someone you know is interested, please attend a meeting at 

St. Paul's, Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. in the Kinsolving Room, here at St. Paul's.   

http://www.thehealingjourneyyuma.org/
http://www.yumacountyaz.gov/index.aspx?page=58
http://al-anon-az.org/
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Activities and Fellowship 
BLESSING 
OF THE 
ANIMALS 

On the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, and in 
remembrance of his love 
for all creatures, the 
traditional blessing of the animals is held in the church 
courtyard.  All polite pets are welcome.  A free-will  

               offering is donated to the Humane Society of Yuma. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARDI GRAS 
St. Paul's annual party event, usually held the last weekend 
after Epiphany and prior to Ash Wednesday. The congregation 
gets together to celebrate with good food and fellowship.  
Some come in costume, 
based on our chosen theme 
for the year.  2014 was a 
"Celtic Mardi Gras" theme! 
 

 
 

 

Food - Fun - and 
Fellowship! 
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ST. PAUL’S CONCERT SERIES 

With the installation of the Casavant Pipe organ in 1981, it seemed that this beautiful 
instrument should be shared with the community and was the impetus for beginning a 
concert series at St. Paul’s.   

St, Paul's provides quality classical music performances through its Concert Series.  
Currently the Concert Series is headed by Sally Houston-Baker, who has  brought in many 
professional artists, some world renowned, from outside the community.  We also provide a 
venue for local talented musicians. 

The season consists of eight concerts, one each month on a Sunday evening, beginning in October 
and ending in May. The proceeds from this concert go to a different charitable organization each 
year.  

 
 

ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE 

St. Paul's Church Newsletter is published bi-monthly, and contains news, 
activities, events, announcements, and articles of special interest.  The 
Newsletter is sent by email, or snail mail to all church members.  It is also 
available on our website. 

 

ST. PAUL'S PARISH PICNIC 

The annual St. Paul’s Church Picnic is a memorable occasion where our families and friends gather 
to relax and enjoy an afternoon outdoors together, sharing food, conversation, and fellowship.  Grills 
are available for people to cook their main course, and everyone brings a side dish or dessert to 
share.   

The timing of the picnic in November takes advantage of the wonderful Fall weather, and also 
provides an opportunity to reconnect with some of our winter visitors that have arrived back to the 
Yuma area.  A covered pavilion with picnic tables at a local park provides an excellent place to 
accommodate all who make it to the event. 

 

 

 

http://setup19.finalweb.net/site/outlines.asp?sec_id=180014216&secure=&dlyear=2014&dlcat=Newsletter
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“THE MIRACLE OF THE MEXICO HOUSE” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some have, some don't have. Through the love of God and the 
generosity of many, we have been given the privilege to create a 
miracle for a family who doesn't have. 
 

Yes, we did it!  We took a vacant lot in San Luis Rio Colorado, 
Mexico, and built a two bed room house with a kitchen and bath 
room. Truly a miracle to the family of 10 which was previously living 
in a plywood shack -- a father (earning money by riding his bicycle 
picking up cans and cardboard), mother (scrubbing laundry on a rock in the yard), four children, 
daughter-in-law (working in the fields) and three grandchildren.  
 

We have wonderful friends from Canada who spearheaded 
the project - starting with bringing $1,800 donated in Quebec, 
then working with local pastors on the details of the house, 
and then doing the incredible Garbage Can Turkey Dinner.  
 

Have you ever had a Garbage Can Turkey Dinner?  Turkeys 
are skewered and slow cooked over coals while covered with 
(clean) garbage cans. The juices run down and the flavor is 

marvelous! We did six 
turkeys, served with all the 
trimmings --dressing, gravy, 
potatoes, various veggies, 
rolls -- an amazing amount 
of food topped with 
homemade pies.  Other 
Canad ian  f r i end s 
pitched in, along with 
our parishioners - 

especially one who made 31 pies! 
The community turned out to purchase tickets and support our 

project and we raised $2,400 toward the $4,500 needed to build the house!  
 

Then the worker-bees tackled the project, spending numerous days driving the 30 miles to Mexico 
and actually building the house!  We were assisted by a church in the area, and the family pitched in 
where they could. What a beautiful gift. 

  
Making miracles takes incredible 
dedication and a great deal of 
hard work, but this is what our 
Outreach Ministry is all about. 
 

The Mexico House one of the 
ways we are truly doing the work 
of the Lord! 

Team accommodations at local church! 
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About Yuma, Arizona 
Yuma County encompasses 5,522 square miles (similar to the size of 
the State of Connecticut) in the southwest quadrant of Arizona –      
bordered by both California and Mexico, accented by ribbons of green 
fields, desert and rugged mountains.   

Nestled in the Yuma, Gila, and Dome valleys, Yuma’s dry climate 
blends pleasant desert sunshine with the cool waters of the     
Colorado and Gila Rivers. 

Our clean air affords a year round 100 mile vista of mountains 
and desert under glorious sunrises and sunsets and star studded 
skies.  An old Yuma Hotel in the late 1800’s boasted a sign, 

“Free Room & Board every day the 
Sun doesn’t Shine”.  Ranked by 
Money Magazine as one of the top places to live  
in the United States, no wonder many of the people who visit our 
community return to raise a family, retire in comfort, or simply take  
advantage of being part of one of America’s fastest growing cities. 
 

 

 

 

Yuma is located halfway between Phoenix  and San Diego.  The 
nearby Colorado river boasts exceptional opportunities for water 
sports, and world class snow skiing is only a day’s drive to the north.   

Just under 200,000 people have made Yuma County their home – 
and love its comfortable, affordable lifestyle.  The regions economy 
thrives on a $1.3 billion  high-tech agribusiness industry, a robust 
winter visitor (“Snowbird”) presence, a progressive, modern       
regional medical facility, expansive retail and hospitality and a 
growing manufacturing sector.  Yuma offers a variety of           
recreational activities and cultural attractions.  Enjoy boating, 
fishing, hunting or golfing and a wide variety of ethnic             
restaurants or unique shopping opportunities. 

Yuma County hosts two 
prominent Defense Facilities, the U.S. 

Army Yuma Proving Ground and the Marine Corps Air 
Station. 

When you come to Yuma, meet its people, see the 
places and things to do, you will be filled with a firm 
sense that this is an area that anyone could call home. 
V i s i t  t h e  Ch am be r  o f  Comm e rce  a t : 
www.yumachamber.org. 

"The Yuma community is overly generous and a hard 

working community that has proved over its 100 year 

history to be a great place to live and raise a family."   
 

            ~ Douglas Nicholls, Mayor, City of Yuma 

http://www.yumachamber.org
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St. Paul’s Clergy, Staff, Vestry ,& Calling Committee 
 

CLERGY 

 

The Rev. Paul Gambling, 
Interim Rector 

 

The Rev. Pat Underkofler, Deacon 
 
STAFF 

 

Ruth Elliott, Administrative Assistant 
 

 
MUSIC DIRECTOR/ORGANIST  
 

Tom Fletcher  
 
VESTRY 
 

The Rev. Paul Gambling 
Shelly Gregory, Senior Warden 
Mary Jo Smith, Junior Warden 
Vicki Bardo 
Bob Cannell 
Paula Christensen 
Pat Erwin 
Diane Filler 
Elery Gross 
Shannon Henderson 
Kay Malone 
Peggy Ogram 
Tom Shelton 
 

 
 

Tom Fletcher 

Saint Paul 

CALLING COMMITTEE 
 

Kay Malone, Chairman 
Jon Smith, Vice-Chairman 
Rochelle Thompson, Treasurer 
Lucy Shipp, Scribe 
Brandy Burgess 
Mike Butler 
Laura Campbell 
Moira Christiansen 
Ruth Elliott 
Rob Filbey 
Bob Little 
Minerva Peters 
Mary Jo Smith 
Caryl Stanley 
 

CONSULTANT:  Canon of the Ordinary, Allsyn Thomas 

Prayer for the Calling Process 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift ~ 
Look graciously on your church, and so 

guide the minds of those who shall choose a 
rector for this parish, that we may 

receive a faithful pastor, who will care 
for your people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 

Rev. Pat Underkofler & 

 Rev. Paul Gambling 

Ruth Elliott 

Vestry 



 19 

 

 

1550 S. 14th Avenue 
Yuma, AZ 85364 

928-782-5155 
email: stpaulsyuma@gmail.com 

saintpaulsyuma.org 


